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I
n the last issue of World Mission People magazine, I introduced the Village 

Church Planting (VCP) work which has begun in Kenya. The VCP way 

is called “saturation” church planting – planting many churches using a 

carefully designed system (or “method” for us Methodists!). Currently, each of 

the four trainers appointed by the Kenya church 

has identified the required 15 locations where 

churches will be planted. Three trainers also have 

15 students (church planter trainees) selected.

The first six months are “arranging months,” 

which set the stage for the three years in which 

our trainers train and oversee the church-planter 

trainees. As churches are planted, they are trained 

to become churches that plant other churches. The 

evangelism of the first phase has been one-to-one 

evangelism. It will be expanding to public-meeting 

style very soon.

At the three-month mark, four churches had 

been started. There are now 24! The carefully 

designed system calls for some second-generation 

churches to be under way now through the efforts of the churches planted first. 

This has not yet happened for us. I find myself torn between seeing this work as 

trudging forward or racing forward! Pray for these trainers and trainees as they 

seek to plant church in the unreached villages of Kenya.

Trudging 
or Racing?
by Mike Reynen

Kenya has about 40 million 

people. Between 4 and 5 

percent of the population are 

least-reached or unreached 

peoples (Operation World). 

Some of these peoples are in 

regions that are virtually all 

unreached and Muslim. Others 

live in regions that have a mix of 

villages that do have evangelical 

witness, and those that do not. 

The FMC is focusing on the 

villages without evangelical 

witness.
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KENYAStats:

Shem, village church planting 

coordinator for FMC Kenya

Bishop Nixon Dingili, Benson Gechure, Charles Luvembe, Edwin Ngetich, Shem Machayo, 

Paul Thiringi and Mike Reynen

Definitions:
People Group: an ethnolinguistic group with a 

common self-identity that is shared by the various 

members. The most dominant identifier of a people 

group is their language, but each unique people 

group also shares a common sense of identity, 

history and customs. For strategic purposes, a 

people group is the largest group through which the 

gospel can flow without encountering significant 

barriers of understanding and acceptance. A people 

group usually calls “us, us” and “them, them”.

Unreached People Group (UPG) or Least Reached 

People Group: an identifiable group of people 

distinguished by a distinct culture, language, or 

social class who lack a community of Christians 

able to evangelize the rest of the people group 

without outside help. The only opportunity for the 

people group to hear about salvation is through an 

“external witness.” Most missiologists consider 

2% of the population becoming Christ followers as 

the “tipping point” at which the group is generally 

considered “reached” with the gospel.

It is estimated that of the 6.7 billion people 

alive in the world today, 2.7 billion of them live in 

unreached people groups with little or no access 

to the gospel of Jesus Christ. According to Joshua 

Project, there are approximately 16,500 unique 

people groups in the world with about 6,900 of 

them considered unreached. The vast majority 

(95%) of these least reached groups exist in the 

10/40 window.

(Global Frontier Missions – www.globalfrontiermissions.org/

unreached.html)
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by Mike Reynen, Africa Area Director

 

I
n April 2010, the Free Methodist Church Kenya 

appointed four of its pastors to serve as church-

planter trainers in a dynamic system of church 

planting in village settings. This system aims to plant 

many churches in villages near a training center. Each 

village should be no more than one day’s journey on foot 

from the training center. One Mission Society (OMS) 

has been giving guidance to the Kenya trainers over this 

past year. The trainers are involved in both the training 

of 15 new church planters and the planting of churches. 

The goal of each of these trainers is to see 30 churches 

planted in three and half years through the ministries of 

their 15 trainees.

Here is the exciting news: it’s baptism time! In March, 

15 believers were baptized in the Solai area. In another 

place, Pastor Luvembe baptized six. Another of the 

trainers has two baptism candidates. These new believers 

are each part of newly-planted churches. Pastor Kamau 

tells of John, a young man addicted to drugs, who had 

become very discouraged about his life. When the 

gospel was presented to John, he accepted Christ, finding 

freedom from his addiction. Pastor Gechure reported 

similarly of a man whose life was ruined by alcohol. He, 

too, has received Christ and found freedom and new life.

Twenty-nine churches have been started so far. One 

of those is a second-generation church plant: one of the 

original church plants started a daughter church. In April, 

the trainers entered the formal instruction period, which 

will last three years. Praise God for the evangelism and 

organization of disciples that is already taking place!

of Bishop Aaron Ruhumiriza, the Rwanda headquarters moved 

to Kigali, the capital city, and has since become a nationwide 

church.

A good number of the FM leaders in central Africa have 

medical and other graduate degrees. Kibogora Hospital is 

one of Rwanda’s premier medical institutions. Hope Africa 

University in Bujumbura, Burundi, is sponsored by three 

general conferences. It enrolls 4,000 students and has a medical 

school, a school of nursing and several graduate programs. 

A fledgling university has begun in the DRC, where primary 

and secondary schools educate nearly 100,000 students. The 

Deaconess Hospital at Nundu, in the DRC, operates under 

the care of four African doctors. In the 21st century, these 

institutions are vibrantly Christian and proudly identify with 

the church.

In 1956, the FM work was extended to Bujumbura, the 

capital city of Burundi, and to areas north and south. In 1961, 

the FM church began work in the DRC.

Currently, the church has expanded into every township 

across Burundi, Rwanda and the DRC. The Central Africa 

Free Methodist Area Fellowship has served as a vehicle for 

fellowship, mutual planning, cooperation and prayer. General 

conferences have emerged in Burundi, the DRC, Rwanda and 

Kenya, each with a bishop. Although the role of the missionary/

volunteer has changed in Africa, there is a great appreciation 

for the historic and dedicated work of the missionary partners, 

and a warm and affectionate bond persists between these 

national churches and 

expatriate partners.

In the 75 years of the 

Free Methodist Church’s 

history in central and 

east Africa, more than 

150 missionaries have 

invested their lives – in 

evangelism, teaching, 

medical care and 

leadership training. The 

FMC has been blessed 

by heroic and visionary 

African leadership who, 

through wars and the 

troubles of the African 

continent – poverty, 

disease, illiteracy, 

absence of infrastructure 

such as basic roads – 

have kept the vision, 

climbed mountains, planned in great faith, stayed faithful to 

biblical standards, and grown a strong church. It is thrilling to 

watch this continue today.

Twenty-five years before he began the work in Burundi, J.W. 

Haley wrote: “Foundations though hidden are very essential. 

When they are prepared for a great structure, the work is 

tedious and slow. Years must pass before the wisdom of the 

faithful foundation builders can be fully appreciated.”

The church remains lively, happy with its history and 

biblically faithful to its founding roots, with a strong sense of 

mission as it ministers in a rapidly changing world to needs of 

all kinds – spiritual and material.    

Baptism Time!

The FMC has been 

blessed by heroic 

and visionary 

African leadership 

who, through wars 

and the troubles 

of the African 

continent ... have 

kept the vision, 

climbed mountains, 

planned in great 

faith, stayed 

faithful to biblical 

standards, and 

grown a strong 

church.

Free Methodist leaders of West Africa. Front: Rufus Kahn - 
Liberia, Sunday Ubak - Nigeria, Charles Tetteh - Ghana, Joel 
Ekwere - Nigeria, Dosseh Takpale - Togo. Back: other Ghana 
leaders and Mike Reynen.  


