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“Habari rafiki yangu. Jina lako ni Mike.” 
(“What’s the news, my friend? My name  
is Mike.”) 

Over the months of May, June and July 2010, similar 
introductions took place in Kenya. Time and again, four Kenya 
FMC pastors introduced themselves, and also were introduced 
by those they had just met. Why all these introductions? That is 
where church planting begins! But that is not where this particular 
story begins.

An informal partnership began in February 2008 when leaders 
of One Mission Society (OMS) contacted FMWM. These leaders 
told us about village church planting they had been orchestrating 
in formal relationship with some of our general conferences in 
east and central Africa. OMS uses a system of finding, training 
and mentoring church planters in village settings to reach specific 
unreached villages. After identifying a location that can serve 
multiple villages as a central training point, they make contacts in 
the villages, looking for “persons of peace” as a first bridge to a 
village. This is what brings about so many introductions!

The concept of a person of peace comes from Jesus teaching 
His disciples to stay with this kind of person when He sent 
them out preaching. Once a person of peace is found, the search 
begins for reliable trainers in the village. And, all along the way, 
informally and formally, evangelism is taking place. The goal is to 
have 15 reliable trainees who will be trained for three years in the 
work of pastoring and church planting. Simultaneously they will 
be planting churches.

The good success OMS has had, by God’s grace and by workers’ 
diligent efforts, encouraged us to look for another location where 
we could further partner with OMS. Late in 2009 Bishop Nixon 
Dingili and the Kenyan leadership welcomed the prospect. In their 
conference meetings, the Kenya church appointed four church 
planters and a coordinator to begin this work in 2010. These men 
began meeting for preliminary training in December 2009. They 
did some early surveyed some likely areas in which to work before 
beginning their training in April 2010 with three OMS trainers. 

Then they were 
officially off 
to their first 
assignments.

The reports 
were tremendous 
as these church 
planters came 
together in 
August after just 
three months 
work. Two had 
identified their 
15 villages. 

The other two had 12 and 11 villages identified. (This is no small 
task. The villages must be close enough to the training center for 
trainees to travel in one day’s walk.) Each had found persons of 
peace: 15, 14, 7 and 3 respectively. And they had begun to find 
reliable trainees – people who showed particular interest in what 
the trainers were teaching. One commented that he had seen how 
critical it was for him to have frequent and steady contact with 
these trainees. They also reported they found some people who 
already knew Christ, while others had come to know Him during 
these three months.

They had three more months to get their trainees lined up before 
the formal classes began. But more good reports – four churches 
had already been started with the Lord’s help. As the OMS 
partners probed more deeply and found what had actually been 
organized so far, they encouraged our church planters to go back 
and commission as churches more of the groups that have begun. 
So, quite a few small fellowships are already under way! These 
churches will be witnesses for Jesus to their villages for years to 
come.

The work these pastors are doing is not easy. Three of them have 
relocated with their families and are in entirely new surroundings. 
One had to change his location because not enough villages could 
be found close to the intended training center. But, just as Jesus 
promised, He is with them as they go to these “ends of earth.” Pray 
for these pastors as they proceed with the three years of training, 
church multiplication, and yes, many more introductions.

Introductions
by Mike ReynenVillage

Left to right: Bishop Nixon Dingili, Benson Gechure, Charles Luvembe, Edwin Ngetich, 
Shem Machayo, Paul Thiringi, Mike Reynen – December preliminary training

Edwin, Paul and Benson discussing April’s training.


